[image: image2.jpg]MUMMIES

OF THE WORLD
THE EXHIBITION





EXHIBITION OVERVIEW
Mummies of the World: The Exhibition is the most successful traveling museum exhibition touring the United States today having been viewed by over 1.5 million visitors across the United States, the exhibition will be open at the Houston Museum of Natural Science from September 24, 2016 – May 29, 2017.  

Mummies of the World is the largest exhibition of real mummies and related artifacts ever assembled. This compelling collection, presented with reverence and dignity, includes ancient mummies from South America, Europe and ancient Egypt, dating as far back as 4,500 years.

Visitors embark on a journey into the extraordinary world of mummies and mummification.  Through modern science, engaging interactives and multimedia exhibits, the exhibition reveals how the scientific studies of mummies provides a window into the lives of ancient people from every region of the world, offering unprecedented insights into past cultures and civilizations.

Children friendly, the exhibition has been called a “must see” by Fox TV, “absolutely extraordinary” by PBS TV and “magical and mythical” by the New York Times.  Visitors have proclaimed the exhibition as an “awe inspiring experience”.
The following represents some of the many galleries in Mummies of the World:

Natural Mummification Gallery

This gallery explores several environments in which bodies can preserve as a result of the natural environment. Human and animal mummies in this gallery include those from hot, dry environments in South America, a natural sand-salt environment of Egypt, an African desert, an alpine glacier, a German castle crypt with constant airflow, and an acidic peat bog from the Netherlands. 
Artificial Mummification Gallery

This gallery presents mummies that have been prepared by humans for cultural reasons.  The human and animal mummies in this gallery include an elaborately-bandaged cat, two adults from Ancient Egypt, and several shrunken heads from South America. Various artifacts associated with the preparation of the dead in Ancient Egypt will also be included, such as a beautifully-painted wooden sarcophagus, ushabtis, and mummy beads.
Experimental Mummification Gallery

This gallery centers around Mumab, a body recently mummified following the techniques used by Ancient Egyptian embalmers, with detailed scientific documentation of the process. This gallery will include not only the mummy, but several of the tools used to prepare the body, all of which were replicated from original Egyptian embalming.
Science and Medicine Gallery

This gallery explores the links between mummies, science and medicine. Aside from showing mummies prepared for medical purposes, this gallery will also include examples of the application of scientific and medical techniques for the analysis of mummies, and the important shift from autopsy to modern medical science to study mummies. The exhibits will include several anatomical mummies from the Burns Collection of the Maryland School of Medicine, South American mummies (with detailed 3D animations from the CT scans of the mummies) and church crypt mummies from Hungary (with discussion of the past and present scientific studies of tuberculosis).

For more information about Mummies of the World, visit www.mummiesoftheworld.com. 
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